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by to-morrow IF YOU USE
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‘the “Want” page.
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A very small ad. at a'very
small cost, but bringing
GREAT returns. “WANT”
ads. cost lc daily, 1%4c Sun-
day. :
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RICHMOND, VA, WIEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1913,

THE WEATHER TO-DAY—Unacttled.

PRICE TWO CENTS.

More Than 7,000 Lives Lo

STATE PARALYZED
BY ENORMITY OF
FLOOD DISASTER

In Ruined City of Dayton 5,000 Are Re-
ported Dead; in Hamilton, 1,000; and in
Piqua, 540, While Other Cities Swell Size
of Greatest Calamity That Has Fver Be-
fallen Middle West---Fully 75,000 People
Are Homeless, and Appeal Is Issued to the
World for Assistancein Aiding Sufferers and
Burying the Dead.

Epecial to The Times-Dispatch. |

COLUMBUS, OHIO, MARCH  %5.—GOVERNOR
JAMES M. COX, WITH THE SANCTION OF THE
LEGISLATURE IN SESSION TO NIGHT, ISSUED AN

APPEAL TO THE WORLD FOR ASSISTANCE FOR
OHIO SUFFERERS.

More Than 7,000 Lives Are Lost.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch. ]

Cleveland, Ohio, March 25.—More than 7,000 lives
were lost in the fierce flood which swept through Ohio to-
day, leaving in its trail damage estimated far into the mil-
lions. '

The State is paralyzed. Railroad, trolley, telephone
and telegraph traffic is blocked, and the cities in which
hundreds of lives have been lost are cut off almost entirely
from communication from the rest of the world.

According to reports, believed to bhe authentic, 5,000
were drowned in Dayton, fully 1,000 in Hamilton and 540
in Piqua.

75,000 People Are Homeless.

Millions of dollars’ damage has been done td property,
fully 75,000 people are homeless, and appeals for aid have
been sent out to the Red Cross.

In Dayton alone 30,000 people are homeless.

The four days’ continuous rain filled every reservoir
in the State, and many of them to-day undermined dams
and emptied their contents into the valleys. A wall seven
feet high rushed down into Miami Valley.

At 8 o’clock to-night the Mayor of Dayton, Ohio, sent
an appeal to Springfield, Ohio, in which he said probably
1,000 lives had been lost.

A dam in Piqua, Ohio, has gone out, and unconfirmed
reports say that 540 lives have been lost in that disaster.

The Mayor of Dayton asked that food be sent without
delay. Xenia already has started three cars of supplies to
the stricken city. :

The Springfield officials are now in session to take ac-
tion for the relief of flood sufferers.

Flood gates were closed against all trains coming in
or going out of Columbus to-night on all roads except the
Norfolk and Western.

The water was so great that houses were undermined
and carried along in the swift current. Hundreds were
drowned before they had a chance to seek places of safety.

The water crept higher and higher, and finally it was
thirteen feet deep at the Union Station. Some parts of
the city were under 300 feet of water.

Mayor Confirms Rumor.

It was at first reported that 8000 were drowned in
Dayton. Later a message was received from a telephone
operator in the Dayton exchange that he could see hun-
dreds of bodies floating along through the streets past the
telephone building. At 8 o'clock the Mayor of Dayton,
who had escaped from the flood, sent a message declaring
that 5,000 persons were drowned in the city; that 30,000
were homeless, and that the situation was appalling.

At 10 o’clock to-night the dam of a reservoir north of
Hamilton, Ohio, burst, and a great flood swept down on
the city. According to word from refugees, 1,000 were
drowned.

In Piqua the river burst the levees, poured through
the town and trapped hundreds of people in their homes.
The swift current undermined the houses, and it is esti-
mated that 540 were swept to their death.

In Delaware the Olentangy River became a lake
which covered most of the city. Many were drowned.
People were left clinging to trees, roof tops and telegraph
poles crying for assistance. Owing to the swift current
In the river, the work of rescue was difficult.

In’ Cleveland, while no lives were lost, the damage
will reach $2,000,000. The Cuyahoga River swept through
the manufacturing district in the flats, closed down hun-
dreds of mills and left miore than 50,000 workers idle. The
East Third Street Bridge was destroyed when a big steam-
er was swept from its moorings and crashed into it. Thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of lumber was swept from the
river and out into the lake. Firemen were kept busy dyna-
miting lumber jams at the bridges.

In Youngstown 25,000 workmen were forced to quit

work when most of the big industries were shut down be- |

cause of the flood. All bridgesin the city are guarded.
Naval Reserves Are Called Out..

- Naval reserves have been called to Piqua from Toledo
to render what assistance they can in caring for the déad
and homeless. AR _

The big bridge over Miami River, at Middletown, was
AT (Continued on S3ixth Page.) : :
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'Accurate Estimate of
Loss of Life Now Is
Impossible.

DOZEN FIRES ARE
COMPLETING RUIN

'Many Residences Swept Away
With Occupants, While on
Roofs of Buildings Are Gath-
cred Helpless Men, Women
and Children—Famine
Is Threatened.

Water Now Falling

Dayton, March 26 (3:30
A. M.).—The crest was
reached about midnight,
‘nd the water now is fall-
ing half an inch an hour.

| I By Assoclated Prees. ]
| Dayton, 0Ohlo, March
1!?1('”11 Tor tn mont

| tu-nlght wans covered from elght 1o
l:lwrnly feet with n meething flond of
wnter. Any attempt to entimate the
loxs of life Ix hopelens. &

It In mure to run into the hundreds,
and very llkely into the thousnnds, the
Maror placing the fignres nt 5.000. The
nroperty luss will totnl milllous of dol-
| lars.

‘The floaded district comprires a prac-
tical clrele, with o radius of a mile
and a half, and In no place In the wa-
ter lesx than slx feet deep. In Maln
Street, In the downtown aection, the
water Ix tvienty feet deep. h

The horror of the flooded disaster Is

heightened hy more than a dozen fires, |

which can he smeen In the flooded din-
trict, but which are out of reach of
fire fightera,

Moxt of the husiness houses and
nearly all the residences lhinve occu-
tants. Downstown the officex are filled
with men—fathers usahble to gel home.

In the upper floors and on seme of |

the roofa of the resldences are helplesn
women nnd children. Hundreds of
housen, mubstnntial bulldings In the
renldence districts, many of them with
helplens occupants, have heen washed
AVAY.

The numher of drovined cannot he
'entimnted until the flood subnides.

St. Ellzabheth's Hospital, with 600 pa-
tientn, wun reported to  have heen
wasnhed away. T'he bullding was Known
te e In many feet of water, and Indi-
vations are that the report may prove
true.

‘The elecirie light plants swere put ont |

of husincess early In the day, and total
darknean, coupled swith n
downpour, adided to the horrors of the
night.

Fanilne alse hecame an inmedlate
possibility.

All of the supply apd grovery honses
are In the submerged district, and nt
midnight It was wsald there wns not
enough bread to Inast the wurvivors an-
other day.

John H. Patterson, preslilent of the
Antlonnl Cash Reginter ompany, whao
headed the rellef swork In the south
end of the eity, seot out an appeal for
food muppllex and for doctors and
medicine. To-night T000  homeless
swere housed In his compans's officen.

A fire, which started from an ca-
plosion In the Meyer's Jee Cream Comn-
pany, near Wyoming Street, aprend
and hurned the block on South Park,
ahout a bhlock from Wyomlng, ,An-
other Wig fire is reported o have
burned a downtown hlock.

Clty Without Water.

A hrenking of the Tarleton reser-
volr, which suppliesn vne drinking wn-
ter, left the ‘eity without water, and
phyalcians declared there was Bgreat
danger of typhold In the umse of the
Aood water.

There are no honta In Daston which
ean hreast the current, and thosxe on
the outnlde early gave up anw attempis
to reach the business seetion.

At Wyomling Street, on the wouth
side, where the Natlonnl Cash Reginter
Company centred (s eMoris at rescue,
many aaved thelr lives by creeplng on
n cable W feet nhove the flood.

At first linemen worked thelr war
along the cables, carrying tow ropew,
to which the Aat-bottomed hoats were
attached. When the flood hecrame no
fierce that the boats no longer were
,able to prevall agalust 1, men and
women crept along the cables (o safets.
| Othern, lean daring, saw darkness fall
and gnave up hope of rescue.

‘Thane willing to risk thelr lives in
the attempt to remcue found themaelvesn
helpless in face of the wswater.

Y¥eventy thousand of Dayton's pop-
ulntlon, It Isn reported, are homeleas.
The Natlonal Cash Neglister plant, on n
high hill, offerx the only haven In the
south emil. Three women beeame moth-
ers in the halls of its offlee hullding
to-night.

In Midst of Furious River,
Daxion, 0., March 25 —Daston is to-
night nothing lesn than n mecthing
river (hree milex wide, a mile and n

half on each slde of Main Sircet, lis
prinelpal  thoroughfare, while It Ia
estimnted that from 2000 to K000 peo-
ple have perinhed,

A nchool hullding that was known
to have housed no less than 400 schanl
children shortly hefore the wuter rushed

{In that directlon, In  entirely muh-
merged, and an far as enm he' ancer-
tained nll of thene little ones met n
| watery Rrave, -
Thousands of those who were fowmtu-
i nate enouh to have escaped the first
| runh of the waters are heing fed to-
night on short rations. A\
The Unien Hallrond Nridge thnt ad-
mits 8ll exeept one of the raliroads

(Continued on Sixth Page))
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via Washington-Sunset Routs untll, April 14,
Parsonally conducted tourist 'uln:llnﬁ cara
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Omaha Not [n Need of Assistance

Ispecial to The Tun.c.;:—[)lap:uvl\.]
Omaha, Neb., March 25.—“To the International
Service:

“One hundred and fifty are dead; 300 are injured. Property
loss will reach from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000. We have miat-
ters well in hand and can get along without assistance. Our
people are responding nobly. Please accept the thanks of our
people for your inquiry. JAMES C. DAHLMAN,

“Mayor."

News

JAMES C. DAHLMAN, Mayor of Omaha.

FLOODS AND FIRES
SPREADING DEATH
AND DESTRUCTION

Ohio in Grasp of Biggest Flood in Its History.

Cities Are Isolated,but Reports Place List
of Dead at More Than 5,000

(By the Associated Press.)

Ohio, March 25.—Leaving death and destruction in its

i wake, what is said to he (he higgest flood in the history of the State swept
Ohio to-day. taking a toll of lives of probably more than 5,000, entailing a

{loss that probably will mount into millions of dollars, and literally cut
| ting off this city and more than a half-dozen other towns from the rest of
the world.
| The city practically is isolated because of destruction of wires and th
washing out of bridges. is partially inundated, in darkness,
because of the stage of swollen Scioto River.
!and hundreds were rendered homeless.
Meantime, the rain which began Sunday night continues, at times mod-
erate and at other times in torrents.
tion in the State prevails. FEstimates of the number of dead from the fland
| there range up to 5,000, and while the principal streets of that city ard
junder from ten to fourteen feet of water, the Miami River, given impetus
| by the breaking of the Laramie Dam, in Shelby County, continues on ite
t mad rampage, tlooding the husifiess section in the city and sweeping Jdwell-
| ings before it C

Columbus,

and without gas
There were numerous fires,

Dayton Is Cut OF by Raging Water.
Because of the proportions of the flood, it is impossible to reach Day-
tan,

At Delaware, twenty-five miles north of Columbus., from ninetean to

‘fifty are reported drowned as a result of the flooded Olen tangy River, which
broke out of its banks this morning.
This town also is isolated with the exception of intermittent t
service. One pari is cut off from the other because the river chan
practically through its centre, thus hendicapping rescue work.
| Al Middletown, it is reported that probably fifteen were drowned when
a bridge on which a number of people were standing watehlng the flood
'was swept away. Several bodies were recovered from the stream.
| Cleveland, Akron, Toledo and Springfield also have sént out reports
| which show that probahly a total of sixteen lost their lives.

Owing to disabled wire service and conditions fn the cities affected
the flood, it is impossible Lo foretell accurately the total casuilties,

As practically every bridge of steam and electric roads leading out of
| Columbus were washed away, nearly all train service was annulled to-
day. Only a few sitreet cars were able to operate in this clty to-night.
| State troops, at the order of Governor Cox, patrol the streets in the
| looded sections of the city to-night, and scores
carrying the suffering to higher ground.

elegraph
nel runs

by

At Least 10,000 People Are Homneless.
; [Special to Th_o,Tlmu_-lJiupMch.]
. Columbus, Ohio, March 25.-—At least 10,000 persons are homeless,

= |thousands of dollars' worth' of property, has been destroyed and the West

Side of Columbus is cut off to-night from the remaindsr of the ¢ity as tha
result of the flood from the Sclolo and Olentangy Rivers. The light plant
is shut down, the city is in darkness to-night; the water supply is practical-
ly cut off, and many industrial and business houses are closed. Rain has

Cept Sundey, Berth $3. 207 E, Maln Btrest. I

(Continued on, SIXth Page)
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AND NUMBER OF DEAD IS APPA.

< cording to reports available, and in each cit

At Dayton probably the worst condi-

{of the Laramie Reservoir

of automobile I
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Dayton Destroyed

S, 8
LLING |
'WESTERN STATES

|
‘Swollen Rivers and Broken Reservoirs Pour

. Their Turgid Waters Over Many Cities in

Several States, Drowning Thousands of
People and Inflicting Enormous
Property Damage.

REPORTS FROM STRICKEN DISTRICT
ADDING TO FRIGHTFUL LOSS OF LIFE

Ohio, Indiana, lllinois and Missouri Worst Sufferers in
Sudden Deluge Which Sweeps Down Upon Them
Following Storm Which Had Laid Them Prostrate.
5,000 Reported Drowned at Dayton, While Many
Are Known to Be Dead at Delaware--Vast
Areas Are Inundated, and People Are in Ever
Increasing Danger of Water Claiming Them---Fran-
tic Appeals for Aid.

Summary of Flood Situation

Dayton, Ohio—Levee breaks, and business section is flooded
with from secven to twelve feet of water, Report of 5,000
drowned. Reservoir in Shelby County breaks.

Findlay, Ohio—Business and residential section of city flood-
ed and hundreds of families driven from homes. Schoals and fac-
tories are closed.

Springfield, Ohio—The Mad River is on a rampage, and
scores of families are homeless,

Delaware, Ohio—Nineteen persons drowned and several hun-
dred others in imminent danger.

Columbus, Ohio—Ten thousand people homeless,
erty loss running into the hundreds of thousands.

Lima, Ohio—Five hundred people have fiéd from their homes,

Zanesville, Ohio—The districts about the edge of the city
are flooded. Wesley Klinger, five years old, was drowned.

Napoleon, Ohio—The Miami River is raging, having risen
fourteen feet in the past twenty-four hours.

Troy, Ohio—The Miami River will reach a record mark.
The heart of the city is under water. Miami and Erie Canal has
broken its banks and is flooding the city.

Akron, Ohio—Million-dollar loss reported, hundreds ren-
dered homeless,

Hamilton, Ohio—One thousand reported dead, and many
bridges washed away.

Larue, Ohio—Inundated, many persons homeless, and much
suffering.

West Liberty, Ohio—Mad River overrunning its banks.

Fort Wayne, Ind.—St. Joseph, Maumee and St. Mary Rivers
on a rampage. Town without lights, and water famine threat-
ened. Highest water in twenty years,

Marion, Ind.—Five hundred persons forced to flee for their
ves.

IZlwood. Ind.—Three hundred persons homeless.

St. Louis, Mo.—One person known to have been drowned,
and many families forced to leave their homes.

Youngstown. Ohio—Twenty-five thousand men are idle by
reason of the closing down of the mills and factories, The Aocod
is the worst experienced in many years,

and prop-

(By the Associated Press.)

Chicago, March 25.—Swept by wind and rain storms
of terrific violence for three days, vast areas of the Middle
West, from the Missouri River to the Alleghany Moun-
tains, to-night are inundated; many persons have been
drowned, and there has been enormous property loss.

Ohio, Indiana and parts of Illinois and Missouri suf-
fered most severely. Terre Haute, Indianapolis and La-
fayette, in Indiana, and Delaware, Dayton, Columbus and
Youngstown, in Ohio, present particularly pitiful spee-
tacles. In all of these cities there was some loss of life, ac-
y the property

'loss was heavy.
Nineteen Lives Lost in Delaware.

In Delaware, Ohio, nineteen persons are known to
have lost their lives and thirty to fifty others are missing.
‘Terre Haute, swept by a disastrous tornado last Sunday,

to-day was partly inundated, interfering with the remov-
ing of stricken families. The death list still remained at
twenty, while the list of injured aggregates 250.

At Dayton, where three rivers, the Miami, Stillwater
rand Mad, and another stream, known as Wolf Creek, con-
join, there were thousands of lives lost, according to some
reports, and destruction of property. For the most part,
the city lies on a level flat, with the four streams meeting
almost in the heart of the city. The streams are protected
by levees twenty-five feet high. The levee protecting the
‘Miami River broke about 6 o'clock this morning, and the
flood was augmented by the rapidly vising waters of other
'streams. The situation was made worse by the breaking
, fifty miles above Dayton.
The waters swept through the city. One report which
ed confirmation was that water in the main streets

| was fifteen feet deep. All wire communication except one

slender telephone wire to Phoneton, a station six miles
away, was brgken, and information regarding the status
 of affairs in Dayton was difficult to obtain. The tele hone
company reported many lives lost, but conflictin,
reports were persistent. Information from Cincinng’g ;

ﬁ((:on-u-n-uéd Tan Sixth Page.)




